Where Have All The Heroes Gone?
Devotion by Danny Alldredge


Seeing all the discontent in this world, with questions about national security, corruption, health care, economic downturn and political correctness, I have for months questioned in my mind, where have all the statesmen or heroes gone.  Where are the people who will stand for right, and hold up a banner for morality and ethics?  Where are those who will stand on the principles upon which this nation was founded?  Jeremiah 12:5 says “If thou hast run with the footmen, and they have wearied thee, then how canst thou contend with the horses?  And if in the land of peace, wherein thou trustest, they wearied thee, then how shalt thou do in the swelling of Jordan?”

Some of the heroes have died: Genesis 50:26 says “So Joseph died, being a hundred and ten years old….”  Joseph who had been sold, by his own brothers, into slavery and later became a governor said to his brothers “God did send me before you to preserve life”.  His brothers intended to do harm to Joseph, but God intended posterity for the earth.  Deuteronomy 34:5 says “So Moses the servant of the Lord died there in the land of Moab, according to the word of the Lord.”


Some have been distracted by the cares of this world, by other things that have gotten their attention, and by pleasures of this world.  Although David (Acts 13:22) was a man “after God’s own heart”, he became distracted from his leadership role by a beautiful woman.  David committed sin with her and later committed other sins to cover his indiscretion.

Some have defected.  1 John 2:19 says “They went out from us, but they were not of us, for if they had been of us, they would no doubt have continued with us…….”  Then John 6:66 says “From that time many of his disciples went back and walked no more with him.”  


Some have yet to be discovered/developed.  1 Samuel 16:11-12 “And he said, There remaineth yet the youngest, and, behold, he keepeth sheep…. And he sent, and brought him (David )in..  Now he was ruddy, and withal of a beautiful countenance, and goodly to look to.  And the Lord said, Arise, anoint him for this is he.”  In John 15:16 Jesus says to His followers “Ye have not chosen me, but I have chosen you and ordained you, that ye should go and bring forth fruit…”  Then again in Acts 9:15 Jesus say concerning Paul “for he is a chosen vessel unto me, to bear my name before the Gentiles, and kings and the children of Israel.

Lord, help me as an individual, especially in these uncertain times, to see the leadership qualities in the people around me.  And, help me to encourage them to reach their God-given potential.  Help us as a church to recognize and support those You have chosen to place Your hand upon and use their leadership to the greatest degree, and for Your glory.  And, help Your chosen not to be distracted or to defect, but Lord help them to be willing to follow Your lead, to “step up to the plate”, and be statesmen, spiritual leaders, and heroes of faith.

In Your Name, Amen. 
